
Cautions

Always wear your safety glasses when you are working with CA glues and 
when cutting, shaping, or snipping parts and when painting.

Kit contains small and/or sharp parts
      NOT SUITABLE FOR CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 14

Also use adequate ventilation when working with glue or paint.

I wonder if the car is still there...

I remember going down a long, winding country road last summer. 

Rounding a bend and crossing a small stream. A little way farther 

along I passed a small church and the cemetery. The air was hot and 

muggy, and the birds seemed to be holed up in their homes. All was 

quiet. Then around another bend, just on the left, was a small barn. 

It was circled in a ring of barbed wire fencing, but there was no 

gate. I pulled over to take a few photos. Nobody was around. There 

was an old antique tractor in the lean-to along with a litter of car 

parts and other cast-offs. The barn door was slightly agar. I walked 

up carefully to the door and peered in. What I saw was a 1948 Ford 

Tudor Coupe parked inside. It looked like it hadn’t been moved in 

maybe 40 years. The barn smelled musty, but what a find! I took a 

few photos and left to try and find the owner. Not a person for 

miles. The only problem now is, I’ve tried, but I don’t remember 

where that barn was. How many of us have memories such as that? 
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7. The Doors. Build the doors from the wood supplied. They are spindly, however, 

when finished, they will be strong. Cover one with corrugated metal. When finished, 

glue in place in open position.
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8. The Details. The tractor was painted rust brown and aged with dry pigments 

and bonded into place with CA adhesive. The metal signs were cut out and the edges 

treated with a brown marking pen before being glued in place. Again, I use a drop of 

CA. The car parts and other details were painted and aged and bonded into place 

along with the scenery. Some scenery should be applied before the details go down. 

Then some scenery should go down over some details to show they’ve been there 

awhile. The more junk you add, the better. We have just given you the start. Our 

fence was made from more twigs with thread used as wire. After the thread was 

trimmed, I used tiny drops of White Glue as barbs along their course. The wire was 

then stained brown. Final weeds were planted to complete the scene.

Designed and mastered by Thomas A Yorke

using. Touch up the cut ends after. I used another piece of 1/16” x 3/16” lumber at 

the top of the posts to support the rafters. This piece of lumber was warped with 

finger pressure and broken at one point before application. I use small clamps to 

hold it in place while drying. I cut rafters from 1/16” x 1/8” lumber and applied as 

per the drawings. I used 10 rafters spaced out along the roof. Now come the fun -

use 1/32” x 1/8” lumber to support the corrugated roofing material across the 

rafters. This lumber must be warped before application with finger pressure. 

Weights were also used to hold pieces down while drying. Now the corrugated metal 

sheets can be applied using CA adhesive again. More weights will be needed to help 

out here, but when finished - you’ll have a really neat looking roof! I used dry 

pigment to add more rust to the sheets and darken the surface. Aluminum tape 

makes a great roof ridge cap. Sand the piece before cutting into strips so the paint 

will stick.

All these items are available separately at:

www.frenchmanriver.com

We offer many detail parts to complete your scene such as crates, 

barrels, 55 gallon steel drums, pallets, and many people to populate your 

scene. 
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5. The Roof. I used a piece of cardstock at the center of the building as a roof 

support. See drawings. I then added a center ridge of 1/8” square from end to end. 

This piece was warped somewhat to add a sag to the roof. I used 1/32” x 1/8” wood 

strips across the roof as a support for the corrugated metal roofing. This is 

lightweight construction, but nobody is going to sit on it! Cut the metal to size and 

treat in chemical solution to rust the metal. When rusted, these pieces are very thin 

so handle with care. After I rinsed each piece, I laid it down on newsprint to dry. 

When dry it can be bonded into place on the roof using CA adhesive. You may need to 

weight some of the pieces to get them to conform to the curvature of the roof.  

6. The Shed Roof. Now for the fun. I used real twigs for the upright posts of my 

shed. Avoid straight pieces. Curved ones look better. Punch holes in the foam ground 

and glue the posts in place with White Glue and let set completely. Apply a piece of 

1/16” x 3/16” lumber at the top of the wall just under the barn roof as shown in the 

drawings to use as a mount for the shed rafters. All lumber should be stained before  

3. The Base. I used a piece of pink foam for my model about 12”x18”. I carved 

contours in the surface and then gave it a coat of Artist’s Gesso on all sides. I then 

used a light brown acrylic for the dirt application undercoat. Then I used White Glue 

to fasten down the fine dirt. Use a lot and lightly press it into the glue. Leave 

overnight before dusting off the excess. That’s all you need to do at this time. Be 

sure to apply a dirt floor inside the barn. 

 Capillary action will work here. Now you are ready to lighten the walls somewhat. I 

used a 1/4” wide bristle brush for this process. I used straight from the bottle 

Antique White and a dry brush method. Dip the brush in a little paint and wipe off 

most of the paint. Apply to each board. It will take a little to try and coax the paint 

onto each. Just apply a tiny amount. If too much is applied, it can be fixed later with 

a little darker stain and then more white dry brushing. Work slowly and keep the 

paint application light. Leave some board without the white coating. Vary the 

“texture” of the walls. It takes a little practice, but this is the best way to 

represent old, worn wood on a cast resin or plastic kit. Finish all four walls. Hopefully 

you have more stain left to treat all of the remaining lumber before you start cutting 

pieces. Stain all of the detail castings now also. I used mostly browns and then some 

dry pigment colors for a final finish. Don’t forget the metal patches on the building 

sides. Use rust colors for those little areas. Then apply a light dusting of a lighter 

rust to finish. When done, apply a coat of dulling spray overall. 

4. The Barn Walls Completion. It is time to assemble the barn. I used CA 

adhesive for this. Work on a level surface. When all four walls are bonded together, 

let them set overnight. Now cut some 1/8 square lumber as a foundation all along the 

bottom edge of the structure. Use CA adhesive and when finished, apply a coat of 

concrete acrylic paint to the foundation. Most of the foundation will be covered with 

ground cover later. It is best to glue the building in place on the base at this time. 

The half car should be bonded in place at this time. I painted mine in rust brown and 

then used dry pigments to finish the look. The window areas were painted using a thin 

flat off-white stain. The wheels were painted and applied and a small post for the 

front was glued in place as shown. A light coat of dust should be applied overall to 

show it hasn’t been touched in years. 

Frenchman River Model Works O/On30 1:48 Scale The Barn Find Frenchman River Model Works O/On30 1:48 Scale The Barn Find

Kit Contents

Kit Notes
This kit was originally designed by Thomas Yorke and is now being produced by Frenchman 
River Model Works. We have tried to keep it as true to his original design and construction 

as possible. The following are his original instructions. Any additions or clarifications are 
marked with an asterisk. 

(*Remove any flash from the resin castings with an x-acto knife, file and/or 

sandpaper. 

Be sure to wash all resin parts in warm soapy water, rinse and let air dry)

1. The Walls. Use the 1/8” square lumber to stiffen the interior sides of the two 

long wall castings as shown. When assembling, use that lumber to brace each corner 

of the building for rigidity No interior is intended for this kit. Spray paint the 

interior walls flat black. Paint the outside of all walls flat white. Paint the walls 

before assembling.

2. The Painting. I used craft acrylics for the finish of my kit. I mixed up a thin 

stain of Dark Brown with a drop of Black. Mix enough to do the entire structure. Be 

aware that you will need to apply numerous coats of stain to build up the finish. 

Working on each wall while they are flat is the best way to tackle the process. Work 

on all walls at the same time. Make a production line. Use a 1/4” flat Sable brush. 

Apply each successive coat to all walls, then go back and apply another and so on. The 

first coat will not apply very well. Don’t worry. After the second or third coat, the 

color will start to “take” and begin to build. Skip some boards here and there. Some 

boards should be lighter than others and some darker. Mix up the surface. Keep 

going until the colors seem right. They may be a little darker than you’d like right 

now. Don’t worry. Apply some darker stain in the recesses and cracks of the walls. 

Miscellaneous Parts
4 Sheets Corrugated Metal Roofing

Card 

Aluminum Flashing Material

Rusty Metal Signs

Tractor Kit

The Barn Find

Resin Parts
2 End Walls

2 Side Walls

1 Barn Find (Car)

2 Car Wheels

5 Misc Car Parts

1 Large Tractor Tire

1 Small Tractor Tire

1 Refrigerator

Strip Lumber -8” long
9     1/8 x 1/8

23   1/8 x 1/32

5     1/8 x 1/16

2     1/16 x 3/16

2     1/16 x 1/16
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